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Since we have selected Australia as our new homeland, naturally it will be the 
place of origin for our next generation.  It is therefore our duty to prepare the 
necessary materials for the next generation to be able to fully discover and 
learn their religion.  
 
In order to meet some of these needs Darul Uloom Islamic Academy of 
Brisbane has decided to produce a small learning text in the form of these 
useful booklets.  This is our humble contribution towards fulfilling this need. 
 
May Allah bless our intentions and make this booklet a small step towards the 
service of knowledge of Islam in our future generations.  
 
Abdul Quddoos Azhari 
 
Principal  
 
DARUL ULOOM  
20th September 1999 
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ِ َمَساِجُدهَ   أََحبُّ اْلبََِلِد إِلَى َّللاه
Ahabbul billaadi il Allahi masjaadid 

 
The most beloved places to Allah are the mosques.  

Muslim  
 
 
 

The masjid (mosques) are places to remember Allah.  When 
we are in a masjid we read the Qur’an, offer Salah and think 

of Allah.   
When we are outside the masjid there are many distractions 

which destroy our purity and thoughts. 
 



 

 

 

Qul Huwllaahu Ahad 

 
Say: He is Allah, the One and Only  

 
(Surah-ul-Ikhlas, Ayah 1) 

 
The first thing that a Muslim must believe is that nothing is 

worthy of worship except Allah.   
Allah (SWT) is the one and only Creator, Provider and 

Maintainer of all that exists.   
There is none equal to Him, and He is not in need of any 

partners or helpers.  
 We worship Allah alone, without associating any partners 

with Him. 
 



 

 

 

 انما االعمال بالنية
 

Innamal a ‘malu binniyat 
 
 

Deeds are governed by intentions. 
 

Al-Bukhari & Muslim 
 

 
All actions must be performed to please Allah.  Allah 

rewards a good deed if it is inspired by a good intention.  
 If we try to do something good but we are unable to do so, 
Allah is still pleased and rewards us for our good intentions. 

 
 

 



 

 

Indeed Allah has full power over all things 
 

(Surah al Baqarah, Ayah 109) 



 

 



 

 

 َطلَُب اْلِعْلِم فَِريَضةٌ َعلَى ُكل ِ ُمْسِلم   
 و مسلمة



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
It is called Al-Islam.  Al-Islam means that you submit yourself to Allah.  
 
It means believing everything that He has told you to believe and rejecting 
everything that He has told you to reject.  
 
It means doing everything that He has told you to do and refraining from 
everything that He has told you to refrain from.  
 
Truly, Al-Islam is to obey all of Allah’s commands and to offer worship to Him 
alone, not making Shirk (believing that Allah has partners or equals).  Al-
Islam deals with every aspect of a human being’s life.  
 
Al-Islam is the Deen that was revealed by every one of Allah’s Prophets and 
Messengers to their nations and tribes. However, because different Prophets 
came at different times, a few of the laws given varied according to time and 
place.  But the fundamental beliefs and teachings of Al-Islam are always the 
same in every time and place.  
 
That which was revealed to the Last Prophet Muhammad (Sallallahu alaihi 
wassalam) in the form of the Qur’an and the Sunnah is the final, most perfect 
and complete mode of Al-Islam, which will remain valid and intact until the 
Last Day.  
 
QUESTIONS   
 

1. What is the purpose of the Deen in Al-Islam? 
2. How did we come to know about Al-Islam? 
3. What were the two things revealed to the Prophet Muhammad         
       (Sallallahu alaihi wassalam) 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
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1.THE FIRST KALIMAH 
 

Al-Kalimat ut-Tayyibah (The Kalimah of Purity) 
 
 

ُسْوُل هللاِ  ٌد ره  آل اِلهَ اِاله هللاُ ُمَحمه
 

Nothing is worthy of worship except Allah, 
 Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 

 
 

2.THE SECOND KALIMAH 
 

Kalimat ash-Shahadah (Kalimah of Testimony) 

  

 اَْن آل اِلهَ اِاله هللاُ َوْحَده الَ َشِرْيَك لَه اَْشَهدُ 

I bear witness that nothing is worthy of worship except Allah, 

Who is Alone without any partner; 

ًدا َعْبُده َوَرُسْولُه  َواَْشَهُد اَنه ُمَحمه

and I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and 

Messenger
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3.THE THIRD KALIMAH 
 

Kalimat ut-Tamjeed (Kalimah of Glorification) 

 اَْكبَرُ ُسْبَحاَن هللِا َواْلَحْمُد هلِل َوآل اِلهَ اِاله هللاُ َوهللاُ 
Glorified is Allah, All praise is due to Allah, nothing is worthy 

of worship except Allah, and Allah is the Greatest. 
 

ةَ اِاله بِاهلِل اْلعَِلى ِ اْلعَِظْيمِ   َوالَ َحْوَل َوالَ قُوه
And there is no power or strength except through Allah, 

the Most High, the Most Great. 
 

 

4.THE FOURTH KALIMAH 
 

Kalimat ut-Tawheed (Kalimah of Oneness of Allah) 

 آل اِلهَ اِاله هللاُ َوْحَده الَ َشِرْيَك لَه
Nothing is worthy of worship except Allah, Who is Alone 

without any partner. 

 لَهُ اْلُمْلُك َولَهُ اْلَحْمدُ 
His is the praise, and His is the Dominion. 

 يُْحيِْى َويُِمْيُت بِيَِدِه اْلَخْيرُ 
He gives life and He causes death. In His Hand is all the 

good. 

 َوُهَو َعلى ُكل ِ َشْىء  قَِدْيرٌ 
And He has full power over all things. 

  



 

 

 
 

5.THE FIFTH KALIMAH 
 

Kalimat Radd al-Kufr  
(Kalimah of Rejecting Disblief) 

 

اَنَا اَلل ُهمه اِن ِْى اَُعْوذُ بَِك ِمْن  اَْن اُْشِرَك بَِك َشْيئًا وه
 اَْعلَمُ 

O Allah! I seek Your refuge from knowingly associating 
anyone with You, 

 

 َواَْستَْغِفُرَك ِلَما آل اَْعلَمُ 
and I seek Your forgiveness for doing it unknowingly. 

 

 اِنهَك اَْنَت َعَلهُم اْلغُيُْوبِ 
Truly, You are the All-Knowing of that which is hidden. 

 

أُْت َعْن ُكل ِ ِدْين  ِسَوى ِدْيِن  تُْبُت َعْنهُ َوتَبَره
 ااِلْسَلَمِ 

I have repented from it and have disassociated myself 
from every Deen other than the Deen of Islam. 

 

ُسْوُل َواَْسلَْمُت َواَقُْوُل آل اِلهَ  ٌد ره اِاله هللاُ ُمَحمه
 هللاِ 

I have submitted myself, and I say: 
Nothing is worthy of worship except Allah, 

Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah
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Narrated by ‘Umar (Radiyallahu ‘anhu) 
 

We were sitting with the Messenger of Allah (SAW) one day, when a man 
appeared to us: his clothing was very white and his hair very black; no signs 
of travel were visible on him, and not one of us knew him.  He then sat close 
to the Prophet (SAW).  He said:  “O Muhammad, inform me about Imaan.  So 
the Messenger of Allah (SAW) said:  “Imaan is to believe in Allah, His Angels, 
His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day, and to believe in Destiny good and 

bad.” 

(The Man) said:  “You have spoken correctly.”  And it amazed us that he 
asked him and then affirmed him.  He said: “Inform me about Islam,” (The 
Prophet) said:  “Islam is to testify that nothing is worthy of worship except 

Allah, and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, to perform Salah, 
to give Zakah, to fast in Ramadan and to perform Hajj to the House (the 

Ka’bah) if you have the means.” 

(The man) said: “You have spoken correctly.” He said:  “Inform me about 
Ihsan. (The Prophet) said:  “It is to worship Allah as if you saw Him, and 

although you do not see Him, yet truly He sees you.” 

(The man) said: “Inform me about the Hour’.  The Prophet said:  “The one 
who is asked about it knows no more about it than the one who asks.”  (The 
man) said: “Then inform me about the signs.”  (The Prophet) said:  “That a 

slave woman will give birth to her mistress, and you will see the barefooted, 
naked, destitute herdsmen competing with one another in constructing tall 

buildings.”  Then he went away, and I stayed for a time (The Prophet) said:” 
O Umar, do you know who was the questioner?”  I said:  “Allah and His 

Messenger know better.”  He said: “He was Jibril, who came to you to teach 
you your religion.” 

 
(Reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim) 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF EMAAN? 
EImaan means to fully believe in something and be certain that it is 
true.  A Muslim must have Emaan in six articles of faith, based on the 
evidences from the Qur’an and the Ahadith: 
 

1. Tawhid (Oneness of Allah) 

2. Mala’ikah (Angels) 

3. Kutub (Divine Books) 

4. Rusul (Messengers of Allah) 

5. Akhirah (Life after Death and the Day of Judgement) 

6. Qadar (Divine Destiny) 

 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why must we have Emaan in these six things? 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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1. TAWHID (ONENESS OF ALLAH) 
 

 
There is nothing that is worthy of worship except for Allah, Who is 
One.  
Belief in the oneness of Allah is the foundation of the Deen of Al-
Islam and it is called TAWHID.   
Tawhid has three branches: 
 

1. Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah 
2. Tawhid-ul-Uluhiyyah 
3. Tawhid-ul-Asma’I was-Sifat 

 

1.Tawhid-ur-Rububiyyah.  

 
To understand that Allah (Subhanahu wa-ta’ala), is the one and 
only Rabb (Lord).  Who is the Creator, Owner, Organiser, Planner, 
Provider and Sustainer of all things.  And He is full of knowledge 
and power over all of His creation.  
It is Allah Who created you when you were nothing in the beginning.  
Then He gave you all of His Bounties and Favours.  
 
And Allah is the One Who created the heavens and the earth, the 
night and the day, the sun and the moon, and all the things that you 
can see. 

 
Allah causes the rain to come down from the clouds and He causes 
trees, plants, herbs, fruits and vegetables to grow out of the ground, 
so that humans and animals can eat.  
 
The reason that Allah created everything is so that we would look at 
the creation and recognise the signs of His existence and His 
oneness, and worship Him Alone.  And this – the worship of Allah 
alone – is for what He created us.   
 
Everything else apart from Allah is Allah’s creation.  He has full power 
over it, but it has no power at all over Him.   
 

  



 

 

2.Tawhid-ul-Uluhiyyah 
 

To understand that there is no ilah (God or object of worship) except 
for Allah.  It is only Allah and no one else, to Whom all worship 
(ibadah) is due from His servants.  “Ibadah means everything that 
Allah loves and is pleased with, whether by word or by action, like 
Du’a, Salaat, Zakah, Sawm or Hajj.  
To worship anyone or anything other than Allah, or to believe that 
Allah has partners or equals is called Shirk.  Shirk is Haram 
(prohibited). 

 
3.Tawhid-ul-Asma’I was-Sifat. 

 
To understand that Allah has unique Names (Asma’) and Qualities 
(Sifat) that are not to be given or attributed to anyone else.  
The Names and Qualities of Allah are mentioned and described in 
His Book, Al-Qur’an-ul-Karim, and in the sayings of His Last Prophet 
Muhammad (SAW) Examples of His Asm (Names) include;  
 

AR-RAHMAN – The Most Gracious 
ALA-KHALIQ – The Creator 
AL-QADIR – The All-Powerful 
AL-‘ALIM – The All Knowing 
AL-QAYYUM – The Self-Existing 
AL-MUHYI – The Giver of Life 
AL-‘ADHIM – The Supreme 
AL-BAITH – The Resurrector etc 

 
Allah’s Sifat (Qualities) include His Hands, Face, Eyes, Speech, 
Pleasure, Anger etc.  But they are nothing like those of human 
beings.  Allah is above the creation, therefore He is not part of it or 
similar to it in any way.  
 
What is known is that Allah has these Qualities, but what is not 
known is the details of how they are.  It is impossible for a human 
being to have any knowledge about the details of Allah’s Hands, 
Face etc., but one must believe in their existence because they are 
mentioned in the Qur’an and Ahadith.  It is not permitted to ask 
about the “how” and “why” etc. of Allah’s Qualities.  



 

 

 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why is it forbidden to worship anything other than Allah? 
2. From where can we learn about Allah’s Names and Qualities? 
3. Are Allah’s Qualities similar to those of human beings? 
 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

2. MALA’IKAH (THE ANGELS OF ALLAH) 
 

 
The Mala’ikah are invisible beings created from pure light.  Allah 
created them to be His obedient servants, each with its own special 
function, and they can never disobey Him.  
 
Some Mala’ikah are created to be constantly engaged in worship of 
Allah and others are given charge over wind and rain etc.  Some are 
sent to protect and aide the victory of the Believers and to bring 
defeat to Allah’s enemies, others are sent to pray for and give 
blessings to the Muslims.  
 
The Mala’ikah are not male nor are they female.  The do not eat, 
sleep or marry.  
 
There are many Mala’ikah and none knows their exact number 
except Allah.  They are present in nearly every place in the universe.  
Some Mala’ikah are higher in status that others, such as:  
 
 

Jibril The Malak (angel) who delivers Allah’s Revelation to 
His Prophets 

Mikail The Malak who governs rain, food and other 
provisions 

Israfil The Malak who will blow the Sur (Horn) on the Last 
Day  

Izra’il The Malak of death 

Ridwan The guardian of Al-Jannah (Paradise) 

Munkar 
and Nakir  

The two Mala’ikah who will question every person 
after death  

 (Alayhim-us-salam) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

QUESTIONS 
 
1. From what are the Mala’ikah created? 
2. Give some examples of the different duties of the Mala’ikah 
3. How are the Mala’ikah different from human beings? 
 
 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 

  



 

 

3.   KITÀB (THE REVEALED BOOKS OF ALLAH) 
 

 
From time to time, Allah revealed divine Books, or Kutub to 
humanity in order that we could know about Him, why He created 
us and how we should live our lives.  
The main Kutub that we know about are:  
 

1. Al-Tawrah, (Toorah) reveled to Musa (alayhis-salam) 
2. Az-Zubair, (Pslams) revealed to Dawud (alayhis-salam) 
3. Al-Injil, (Bible) revealed to Isa (alayhis-salam) 
4. Al-Qur’an, revealed to the Last Prophet Muhammed (SAW) 

 
All of these Kutub have been changed and altered by humans 
except for Al-Qur’an, which is the final and most perfect Kitab, 
which will remain until the Last Day.   
It was revealed to the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) in the Arabic 
language gradually over period of 23 years.   
Allah has said that He would guard the Qur’an against any kind of 
change or corruption.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. What kind of things are written in Allah’s Kitáb? 
2. In what ways is the Qur’an different from the other Kitáb? 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 



 

 

 
4.  RASUL (THE MESSENGER OF ALLAH) 

 
 
Allah has sent many Messengers (Rasul) and Prophets (Anbiya), 
chosen from among the people, to humanity to guide us to the right 
way, and to be good examples for us to follow.  
They are all protected from performing any kind of sin. 
All of them indeed spoke the truth, and conveyed what was revealed 
to them from Allah.  
All Rasul were given Kutub (Books) from Allah; the Anbiya were only 
told to preach to their people.  But all of them called the people to the 
same Deen: to worship Allah alone and to obey every one of His 
commands.  
 
The Rusul and Anbiya mentioned in the Qur’an were 
 
Adam      Idris    Nuh 
Hud     Salih    Ibrahim 
Lut     Ismail   Ishaq 
Ya’qub     Yusuf   Ayub 
Shu’ayb     Musa   Harun 
Ilyas     Al-Yasa   Dawud 
Sulayman    Dhul-Kifl   Uzayr  
Yunus     Zakariyya   Isa 
Muhammad 

(‘Alyhim-us-salatu was-salam) 
 
All of the Rusul and Anbiya’ preached the same Deen of Al-Islam, 
submission to Allah.  Muhammad (SAW) was the Last of the Rusul 
and Anbiya’, who established the final, perfected form of Al-Islam.  
 
The full name of the Prophet (SAW) is Muhammad ibn “Abdillah ibn 
‘Abd-il-Muttalib ibn Hashim.  Hashim is from the Quraysh tribe and 
the Quraysh are from the Arabs. 
 
Muhammad (SAW) was the last and the greatest of the Prophets of 
Allah.  
 



 

 

 
 
In the Qur’an, he is given the title of KHATUM-UN-NABIYYIN (the  
 
Seal of the Prophets) due to the fact that the Revelation given to him 
completed all that came before it.  He delivered the Message that 
was sent to him and today his body is buried in the Holy City of Al-
Madinat-ul-Munawwarah, in Al-Masjid-un-Nabawi.  
 
The Companions (Sahabah) of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) were 
all of those people who met or stayed with him during his life and died 
as Muslims.  Allah has said in the Qur’an that He is pleased with the 
Sahabah and that they are pleased with Allah.  
 
The highest of all the Sahabah was the closest friend of the Prophet 
(SAW) Abu Bakr ibn Abi Quhafah (radiyallahu anhu), thereafter is 
‘Umar ibn-ul-Khattab, ‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan, and ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
(radiyallahu ‘anhum). After that, Allah knows best as to the ranks of 
the other Sahabah.  
 
Ten Sahabah were given the glad tidings of entering Al-Jannah.   
They are: 
 

Abu Bakr     
‘Umar     
‘Uthman   
‘Ali      
Talhah    
Zubair 
Abdurrahman ibn ‘Awaf                          
Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas 
Abu ‘Ubayadah ibn Jarrah 
 

(Radiyallahu ‘anhum – May Allah be pleased with them) 
 
Indeed, it is because of the efforts of the Sahabah that Islam was 
spread all over the world.  Therefore, all of them must be given the 
utmost respect and they must never be criticised or talked about in a 
bad way. 



 

 

Since Muhammad (SAW) is the final Prophet, there will be no new 
Prophet or Messenger after him. The Prophet ‘Isa (‘alayhis-salam) 
will return, but he will not bring any new laws, rather he will follow the 
Shari’ah of Muhammad (SAW). 
 
Whenever we mention the name of our Prophet Muhammad we must 
say “Sallallahu ‘alayhi wa-sallam”.  (May Allah bless him and give him 
peace), and whenever we mention any other Prophet or Messenger’s 
name we must say “Alayhis-salam” (Peace be upon him).  When we 
mention any of the Sahabah we should say “Radiyallahu 
‘anhu/’anha” (May Allah be pleased with him/her) 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why did Allah send human beings as Rusul and Anbiya? 
2. Is it possible for a Rasul or Bani to make a mistake regarding 

what is revealed to him by Allah? 
3. Why do you think Allah made Adam, the first man, to be the first 

Prophet also? 
4. Briefly explain the meaning of Khatum-un-Nabiyyun. 
5. What is the name of the tribe to which the Prophet Muhammad 

(SAW) belonged? 
6. Where is the grave of the Prophet Muhammed (SAW)? 
7. What determines if a person is one of the Sahabah? 
8. What does Allah say about the Sahabah in the Qur’an? 

 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________  



 

 

5.  AKHIRAH (LIFE AFTER DEATH) 

 
When a person dies, he enters a world called Al-Barzakh.   
In Al-Barzakh, a person is questioned by Mala’ikah about his Deen 
and what he did in his life.  If a person believed in Allah and followed 
Al-Islam, then his Ruh (soul) remains in a state of bliss until the Day 
of Resurrection.  If a person was a sinner, 
or if he disbelieved in Allah and rejected His Rusul and Anbiya’, then 
he will be punished in Al-Barzakh.  
 
One day, which is known only to Allah, the angel Israfil (‘alayhis-
salam) will blow his horn, all living creatures will die and the world will 
come to an end.  This will be the Last Day.  
 
Signs of the approach of the Last Day include: 

 Widespread wars and corruption 
 Disrespect of parents and family  
 The construction of tall buildings in the Arabian peninsula 
 The appearance of Al-Mahdi, who will unite and lead   the 
Muslims 
 The war between the Muslims and the Jews 
 The appearance of Al-Masih-ud-Dajjal (The false messiah) 
from among the Jews 
 The descent of ‘Isa (‘alyhis-salam) who will kill the Dajjal  
 The appearance of Ya’juj and Ma’juj 
 The rising of the sun from the west 
 The appearance of a beast from the earth 
 A great fire spreading from the east to the west, which will 
gather all people together.  

 
Forty years or months or days after the Last Day, Israfil (‘alayhis-
salam) will be resurrected by Allah and blow the horn a second 
time. The earth and heavens will be changed into a new creation 
and all of the dead will be resurrected from Al-Barzakh, and their 
bodies and souls will be re-united, on the Day of Resurrection 
(Yawm-ul-Qiyamah) that will be 50,000 years in duration for the 
sinners.  For the believers, the duration of this Day will be 
shortened to the time that it takes to perform two rak’at of Salaat.  



 

 

 
Al-Mizan (the Balance) will be established and peoples good and bad 
deeds will be weighed.  Those who worshipped and obeyed Allah in 
the correct way, and whose good deeds are more than their bad 
deeds, will cross As-Sirat (the Bridge) over hell-fire and Insha Allah 
enter Al-Jannah (Paradise) to live in bliss and enjoyment for eternity.  
Only those who disbelieved and rejected Allah and Al-Islam will 
forever burn in Jahannam (Hell).   
The Muslims who had committed sins in their lives may burn in 
Jahannam for a time, but eventually they will enter Al-Jannah.  
 
Yawm-ul-Qiyamah is also called Yawm-ud-Din (Day of Judgement), 
Yawm-ul-Fasl (Day of Deciding), Yawm-ul-Hisab (Day of Reckoning), 
Yawm-ul-Hashr (Day of Gathering) 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. What happens in Al-Barzakh? 
2. Who knows when the Last Day will occur? 
3. Who will be put into Jahannam for eternity? 
4. Will any Muslims remain in Jahannam eternally? 
 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

6.  QADAR (DESTINY) 

 
Anything that ever happens, whether good or bad, is from the 
permission of Allah.  Any event that occurs could never have been 
avoided and whatever has been avoided could never have occurred, 
because Allah has full control over everything.  
 
Although Allah has given human beings the gift of free-will so that we 
can choose to do good or bad, He has full knowledge about all things 
that ever happened in the past, or will happen in the future.  
 
Both good and bad events are often a test from Allah to determine 
whether people are grateful to Him and truly believe in Him or not.  
We should be thankful in prosperity and patient and hopeful in 
misfortune.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1.  If Qadar means that everything is pre-determined, do we 

ourselves have free choice?  
2. How is Tawakkul (Trust in Allah) related to the concept of   

Qadar? 
 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF ISLAM? 

Islam means submission of oneself to all of Allah’s commandments.  
Islam is based on five pillars 
 

1. Shahadah (Testimony) 

2. Salaat (Obligatory Prayer) 

3. Zakah (Obligatory Charity) 

4. Sawm (Fasing) 

5. Hajj (Pilgrimage to Makkah) 

 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Allah is not in fact in need of any of these actions.  Why then 

must we do them? 
2. Some people say that the Deen of Al-Islam is nothing more 

than these five pillars.  Why is this view wrong? 
 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________ 



 

 

1.  SHAHADAH (TESTIMONY) 

 
To affirm the Shahadah is the first duty that someone must do in 
order to be a Muslim.  He or she must testify that: 
 
LA ILAHA ILLALLAH – There is nothing worthy of worship    
                                      except Allah, 
MUHAMMADUR RASULULLAH – Muhammad is the     
                                      Messenger of Allah. 
 
When a person has pronounced the Shahadah, he or she becomes 
bound to all of the laws and regulations of Al-Islam.  
To affirm that  “nothing is worthy of worship except Allah” means that 
one accepts that no one except Allah has the right to be recognised 
as the supreme Creator, Provider, Sustainer, Law-make, Owner, 
Organiser etc.  
 
To affirm that “Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah” means that one 
fully believes in and tries to follow all that was revealed by Allah to 
the Prophet Muhammad (SWT), i.e the Qur’an and the Sunnah, and 
to be certain that he was the last in the series of Allah’s Prophets and 
Messengers.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why is the Shahadah the first things that a Muslim has to 

understand and affirm? 
2. Briefly, what obligations come with the understanding of the 

meaning of the Shahadah? 
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________  



 

 

2.  SALAAT (OBLIGATORY) 

 
Every Muslim, male or female, who has reached the age of maturity 
is required to face towards the city of Makkah and perform Salaat 
five times per day, in the way shown by the Prophet (SAW). 
 
The purpose of Salaat is to maintain a connection with Allah 
(Subhanahu wa-ta’ala) so that one develops a constant 
remembrance of him.  The Qur’an states that Salah offered 
correctly prevents a person from doing bad deeds.  
 
The method of performing Salah is in the way of all of the previous 
Prophets and Messengers, who used to stand in before their Lord in 
worship, bowing and prostrating in humility to Him.  
 
Salah must be preceded by Wudu’ (ritual washing of the hands, 
mouth, nose, face, arms, head and feet). 
 
The Muslim stands facing the Qiblah (direction of prayer i.e. 
Makkah) and, with the intention in his heart to perform Salah for the 
sake of Allah, and begins the first rakah by raising his hands with 
the palms forward to his ears, saying  
 

 هللاُ َأْكَبُ 
(Allah is the Greatest) 

 

Then place the right hand on top of the left hand on the chest and look 
downwards to the place where the forehead will touch the ground in the 
Sujood (prostration) and recites silently: 

 

جدك، وال إله غريكوتبارك امسك، و تعاىل   سبحانك اللهم و حبمدك،  
O Allah, how perfect You are and praise be to You.  Blessed is your name, and 

exalted is Your majesty.  There is no God but you. 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Then recite the opening surah of the Qur’an (Al Fatihah) and some 
other Qur’anic verse 

 بسم هللا الرمحن الرحيم 
 احلمد هلل رب العاملني، الرمحن الرحيم، مالك يوم الدين، إايك نعبد 

وإايك نستعني، اهدان الصراط املستقيم، صراط الذين أنعمت عليهم غري 
 املغضوب عليهم وأل الضا لني 

“All praise and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, the 
most Gracious, the most merciful; Master of the Day of Judgement.  You alone do 
we worship, and from You alone we seek help.  Guide us along the straight path – 

the path of those whom You favoured, not of those who earned Your anger or went 
astray”. 

 

Then recite any other passage from the Noble Qur’an.  

 بسم هللا الرمحن الرحيم 
 قل هوا هلل أحد،هللا الصمد، مل يلد و مل يولد، و مل يكن له كفوا أحد

“In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful.  Say, He is Allah, the 
One.  Allah is Eternal and Absolute.  He does not beget, nor was He begotten.  And 

there is none equal unto Him.” 
 

Now bow down (sujood) saying Allahu Akbar and place your hands 
on your knees and say silently.  
 
Subhana Rabbiyal Adheem three times 

 سبحان رب العظيم
(Glorified is my Lord, the Supreme). 

 
Then stand up straight saying 

 مسع هللا ملن محده
Sami Allahu liman hamidah 

(Allah hears those who praise Him) 
 
 

 ربنا لك احلمد



 

 

Rabbana lakal hamd 
   (Our Lord, praise be to you) 

 

then prostrate (sajdah) and say three times 
 

ىريب االعلسبحان   
Subhana Rabbiyal A’la  

(Glorified is my Lord, the Most High)  
 

He then sits in and says 

 رب اغفر يل
(O my Lord Forgive me) 

 

then prostrates (sajdah): 

ىسبحان ريب االعل  
Subhana Rabbiyal A’la  

(Glorified is my Lord, the Most High)  
 
In every second rak’ah, the Muslim sits after the second sajdah and 
says: 
 

ورمحة   والطيبات، السالم عليك أيها النيب  والصلوات  التحيات هلل 
 هلل

وبركاته، السالم علينا و على عباد هللا الصاحلني، أشهد أن ال إله إال 
 هللا، وأشهد أن حممدا عبده و رسوله.

 
“At-Tahiyyatu lillahi was-Salawatu wat-Tayyibatu 
As-Salamu ‘alaika ayyuhannabiyu wa barakatuhu 

Assalamu ‘alaina wa’ ala ibadil-Lihis-Salihi 
Ash hadu al-La ilaha il-Lal lahu 

Wa ash hadu anna Muhammadan abduhu wa rasuluhu” 
 
 

“Greetings, prayers and goodness belong to Allah, 
Peace be on you, O Prophet and the mercy of All, And His blessings 

Peace be on us and on the righteous servants of Allah 



 

 

I bear witness that there is no God but Allah. 
And bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger”. 

 

Then recite the following Darood. 

اللهم صل على حممد وعلى آل حممد، كما صليت على إبراهيم وعلى آل إبراهيم، 
 وابرك على حممد وعلى آل حممد، كما ابركت على إبراهيم

 وعلى آل إبراهيم، يف العاملني إنك محيد جميد. 
 

“Allahumma salli ‘ala Muhammadin,  Wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin  
Kama sallaita ‘ala Ibrahima, Wa ‘ala ali Ibrahima 

Wa barik ‘ala Muhammadin,  Wa ‘ala ali Muhammadin  
Kamam barakta ‘ala Ibrahima,  Wa ‘ala ali Ibrahima  

Fil a’lamina Innaka hamidun Majid”. 
 
 

“O Allah, let Your mercy come upon the family of Muhammad as You let it come 
upon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. 

O Allah, bless Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as You blessed Ibrahim and 
the family of Ibrahim 

Truly You are Praiseworthy and Glorious”. 
 

 
After Darood recite any dua.   
 
And at the end of the Salah, the worshipper concludes his Salah by 
turning his face to the right and then to the left saying each time. 

 

م ورمحة هللاكيم علالسال  
“Assalamu Alaikum wa rahmatullah” 

(Peace be upon you and the Mercy of Allah) 

 
The Qur’an orders the Muslims to “establish” Salah, meaning to 
regularly perform it on time in the Masjid and in Jama’ah 
(congregation) behind an Imam.  
 
For men, it is important that they perform the five obligatory Salah in 
Jama’ah in the Masjid.  For women, they may perform their Salah in 
the women’s section of the Masjid if they wish, but it is better for 
them to perform it at their homes.  The Friday Salat-ul-Jumu’ah is 
compulsory on all men except those who are travelling or who have 



 

 

a valid excuse.  Women may attend Salat-ul-Jumu’ah, but it is not 
compulsory on them.  
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. Why must we perform Salah every day?  Why not just one day 

a week or whenever we feel like it? 

2. Briefly describe some of the benefits of performing Salah.  

3. Why is it better for women to perform their Salah at home? 

4. Why do you think the Salat-ul-Jumu’ah is so important? 

 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 

3.   ZAKAH (OBLIGATORY CHARITY) 

 

Once a year, every Muslim man and woman whose income is above  
a fixed limit must pay two and a half per cent of his or her remaining 
wealth (after all obligations have been met) in order to help the poor 
or disadvantaged.   

Zakah means ‘purification”, as it purifies a person from sins, as well 
as purifying the society from any problems which result from tension 
between the rich and the poor. 

Zakah is a very important part of Al-Islam, and in the Qur’an, the 
giving of Zakah is often mentioned alongside the establishment of 
Salah.   

QUESTIONS 

1. What is the main function of Zakah? 
2. Why is Zakah called a “purification”? 
3. Why is Zakah so important? 

 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________  



 

 

4.    SAWM (OBLIGATORY FASTING IN RAMADAN) 

 

Every year, all Muslims who have reached the age of maturity must 
fast from the beginning of dawn until sunset for the entire 29 or 30 
days of the month of Ramadan, not eating, drinking or having marital 
relations.  Nursing and menstruating women are exempted.  

All Prophets and Messengers ordered their people to fast.  Sawm 
encourages good character and self-control.  It is also healthy and 
beneficial in many other ways.  

QUESTIONS 
 
1. What qualities does Sawm encourage in the person who is 

fasting? 
2. Name any other benefits of Sawm that you can think of.  
 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

  



 

 

5.    HAJJ (VISITING MAKKAH) 

 
Every Muslim who can afford it must at least once in his life go to 
the Holy City of Makkah to perform the Hajj in the month of Dhul-
Hijjah, the 12th Month of the Muslim calendar.   
 
Haj involves carrying out prescribed rituals and worships.  
There are actually two aspects of Hajj- the main Hajj itself, which 
may only be performed in the month of Dhul-Hijjah, and the minor 
Hajj or ‘Umrah which may be performed at any time.  It is 
recommended that if someone goes for the main Hajj that he also 
performs the ‘Umrah. 
 
The Hajj represents turning away from the world and returning to 
Allah.  
 
Millions of people gather together in Makkah in Dhul-Hijjah to 
perform Hajj.  Hajj is in fact the largest gathering of people in the 
world.  It is the main event in the Muslim year.  Muslims from every 
country, race and language come together as one, all dressed in 
the same white clothes, to worship Allah.  
 
The rituals of Hajj are mainly based on those that were performed 
by the Prophet Ibrahim (‘alayhis-salam), who with his son Isma’il 
(‘alayhis-salam) who in fact laid the foundations of the building in 
the centre of the Haram called the Ka’bah.  The Ka’bah is the 
Qiblah (direction of prayer) faced by all Muslims.  The rituals of Hajj 
were perfected and finalised by the Last Prophet Muhammad 
(SAW). 
 
A Muslim begins the Hajj from one of the five starting points 
(mawaqit) around the city of Makkah.  There he enters the state of 
Ihram, in which he must wear special white seamless clothes and 
refrain from cutting his hair or nails, joking or bad language, using 
perfume, killing or hunting game and covering his head (but women 
performing Hajj keep the head covered).   



 

 

Then, pronouncing the Talbiyah, he goes and performs Tawaf, 
walking around the Ka’bah seven times anti-clockwise, performing 
two rakat of Salah at the end.  
The Talbiyah is as follows:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Here I am, O Allah, here I am.  You have no partners, here I am.  
Verily the Praise and Grace and the Dominion are Yours.  You have 
no partners) 
 
Then he runs seven times between the small hillocks of Safa and 
Marwah.  This is called As-Sa’ee. 
 
On the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah, the Hujjaj (Muslims performing Hajj) 
perform Wuquf, standing from noon until sunset on the Plain of 
‘Arafah and invoking Allah and asking for His forgiveness and 
mercy.  
 
After spending the night at Muzdalifah, the Hujjaj go to Mina where 
they perform Ramy, pelting the three stone pillars with small 
pebbles.  Then they go to the Haram and perform Tawaf and do the 
Adhiyah (sacrifice) on the day of “Eid-ul-Adha’. 
 
 
The Hujjaj afterwards complete the Hajj by performing the farewell 
Tawaf (Tawaf-ul-Wida’). 
 
It is also recommended, after one has completed Hajj, to go to the 
Holy City of Al-Madinah to visit the Prophet’s Masjid (Al-Masjid-un-
Nabawi). 
 
  



 

 

QUESTIONS 
 
1. Which two Prophets built the foundations of the Ka’bah? 
2. Briefly explain the significance of the Hajj, and what it 

represents.  
3. When is the Hajj performed? 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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WHAT IS THE MEANING OF IHSAN? 
 
Ihsan means to do something in the best way.  It is to perform all 
acts of worship for Allah’s pleasure, as if you could somehow see 
Allah in front of you, knowing that He is looking at you and that He 
knows every one of your acts, words and thoughts.  Ihsan is very 
important because it is an essential part of every act in Al-Islam.  
 
QUESTION 
 
1. Briefly explain the importance of Ihsan.  
 
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 
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Fiqh means detailed understanding of the Deen.  Fiqh is the 
foundation of the Islamic legal system.  
 
Allah is the only One Who prescribes any laws and He has made 
His decision known by revealing the Qur’an and by sending the 
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) to humanity to demonstrate to them the 
right way.  
 
No human being is permitted to change the laws of Allah, or to add 
or subtract from them.  It is totally Haram (unlawful) for a person to 
knowingly change or reject the laws that Allah has revealed, or to 
believe that any other man-made laws are acceptable to Allah.  
Fiqh is the system by which we understand the laws that Allah has 
already revealed.  
 
Fiqh is taken primarily from the Book and the Messenger (SAW).  
They are the infallible sources of guidance which none may 
question.  Outside what is authentically established from these two 
there is room for individual opinion.  
 

1) The Qur’an, is the Book of Allah.  In it is guidance and light 
for people who have faith in Allah.  The fundamental basis of 
the Deen of Al-Islam are contained in the Qur’an. It is an 
infallible source because it has not been changed, and it 
never will be because it contains the very words of Allah, the 
Lord of the Universe. 

 
2) The Sunnah, or the example of the Prophet of Allah (SAW).  

If an issue is not explicitly clarified in the Qur’an, then we 
examine the judgement of the Prophet (SAW) regarding it.  



 

 

In order to find this out, we consult the various collections of 
authentic Ahadith (Prophet Traditions). 

 
3) Ijma’ or unanimous consensus of the Islamic scholars 

(‘Ulama’).  There are some issues which are not clearly 
explained in either the Qur’an or the Sunnah.  In such a 
case, we see what the consensus of the genuine Islamic 
scholars dictates and we follow that, because the Prophet is 
reported to have said: “My Ummah will never unanimously 
decide on error.” 

 
4) Qiyas or comparing a new situation with a similar ruling that 

has already been established.  This is the last resort, which 
is itself subject to certain conditions.  

 
In order to become qualified as a Mujtahid or expert on Fiqh and an 
independent interpreter of the Deen, a person must have thorough 
knowledge and understanding of the Qur’an and the Sunnah, as 
well as the Arabic language and the fundamentals and details of 
Fiqh.  He or she must also be well aware of contemporary issues in 
society.  Lastly, the person must of course be an extremely good 
practicing Muslim with great intellect, wisdom and Taqwa (fear of 
Allah). 
A person who is not a qualified Mujtahid may not attempt to make 
Ijtihad (trying to determine by one’s own efforts and understanding 
to formulate a legal decision). Someone who has not knowledge 
beyond the basics required for a Muslim must follow the genuine 
‘Ulama’ and Mujtahidin.   
Someone who has some deeper knowledge and understanding, yet 
is unqualified for Ijtihad, still is obliged to follow the rulings of the 
‘Ulama and Mujtahidin, but is entitled to request their evidences and 
himself seek the truth without necessarily following one scholar to 
the exclusion of the rest.  Someone who is qualified for Ijtihad is 
entitled to make it, but he or she must be very careful to remain 
within the bounds of what has been established by the four sources 
of Fiqh. 
 
  



 

 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE METHODOLOGY OF FIQH 
 

Islamic Fiqh defines every single thought, word, act, situation or any 
other circumstance, as belonging to one of the five different basic 
categories.  They are: 
 

1) Wajib, or necessary.  Such a thing is compulsory and 
required by Islamic law upon whomever fulfils their 
conditions.  Examples would include performing Salah, 
giving Zakah etc. These actions carry reward if performed 
and punishment if neglected. 

 
2) Mustahabb, or encouraged.  These things are not 

compulsory, but they are meritorious.  Examples are giving 
extra charity, performing extra Salah and so on.  If a 
mustahabb act is performed it carries reward.  However, if it 
is not performed there is no punishment. 

 
3) Ja’iz or allowed.  These things are the ones which are 

morally neutral, like walking or eating or sleeping.  There is 
no reward or punishment for their performance or neglect.  

 
4) Makruh, or disliked.  Makruh actions, although not forbidden 

are discouraged.  Examples of makruh actions are eating 
raw onions or garlic, trimming the beard etc.  If one 
occasionally performs a makruh, there is no punishment but 
if one is in a position to perform it and refrains from it, there 
is a reward.  However, one must be very careful not to 
regularly perform something that is makruh because then it 
might become a sin.  

 
5) Haram, or prohibited.  Haram actions are totally illegal in Al-

Islam.  Haram includes stealing, cheating, murder, drinking 
alcohol, listening to music etc.  If one performs a Haram act, 
one will be punished, but if one is in a  position to do it and 
does not, then he will be rewarded.  

 
 



 

 

(It must be remembered that Allah (SWT) is at full liberty to 
punish or forgive anyone He chooses.  The above 
statements are general). 

 
Therefore, we can see the vital place of Fiqh in the Deen of Al-

Islam.  It is the organised framework of the application of Al-
Islam, the Commandments of Allah.  We can see in this 
brief overview how all aspects of life are in a practical way, 
affected somehow by Al-Islam.  

 
May Allah give us all the proper understanding and ability to 
practice His Deen in the best way. (Ameen) 
 
QUESTIONS 
 
1. What is the meaning of the word “Fiqh”? 

2. What is the function of Fiqh in Islam? 

3. What are the four sources of Fiqh? 

4. What do we call an expert in Fiqh and understanding of the 

Deen? 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

  



 

 

 


